Sacraments and God’s Grace

Name

Unit 2 Vocabulary

Terms for Mastery

A-D

Baptism, Sacrament of The first of the Seven
Sacraments and one of the three Sacraments of
Christian Initiation (the others being Confirmation

and the Eucharist) by which one becomes a member

of the Church and a new creature in Christ.

catechesis, catechists Catechesis is the
process by which Christians of all ages are taught
the essentials of Christian doctrine and are formed
as disciples of Christ. Catechists are the ministers
of catechesis.

catechumen An unbaptized person who is
preparing for full initiation into the Catholic Church

by engaging in formal study, reflection, and prayer.

Christian Initiation, Sacraments of The three
sacraments— Baptism, Confirmation, and the
Eucharist—through which we enter into full
membership in the Church.

common priesthood of the faithful The name
for the priesthood shared by all who are baptized.
The baptized share in the one priesthood of Jesus
Christ by participating in his mission as priest,
prophet, and king.

Confirmation, Sacrament of With Baptism
and Eucharist, one of the three Sacraments of
Christian Initiation. Through an outpouring of
special Gifts of the Holy Spirit, Confirmation
perfects and strengthens the graces received in
Baptism and gives a unique outpouring of the
Spirit for Christian witness.

discernment From a Latin word meaning “to
separate or to distinguish between,” the practice
of listening for God’s call in our lives and
distinguishing between good and bad choices.
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elect In the Rite of Christian Initiation, the name
given to catechumens after the Rite of Election,
while they are in the final period of preparation for
the Sacraments of Christian Initiation.

mystagogy A period of catechesis following the
reception of the Sacraments of Christian Initiation
that aims to more fully initiate people into the
mystery of Christ.

Original Sin From the Latin origo, meaning “be-
ginning” or “birth.” The term has two meanings:
(1) the sin of Adam and Eve, who disobeyed
God’s command by choosing to follow their own
will and thus lost their original holiness and
became subject to death, (2) the fallen state of
human nature that affects every person born into
the world, except Jesus and Mary.

Paschal candle Also called the Easter candle,
this is the large, tall candle lit at the Easter Vigil by
a flame from the new fire; the symbol of the Risen
Christ.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults The
process by which an unbaptized person, called
a “catechumen,” and those who were baptized
in another Christian denomination, called
“candidates for full communion,” are prepared
to become full members of the Church.

Rite of Election The Rite, which takes place
on the first Sunday of Lent, by which the Church
elects or accepts the catechumens for the
Sacraments of Christian Initiation at the Easter
Vigil. The Rite of Election begins a period of
purification and enlightenment.
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Sacred Chrism Perfumed olive oil consecrated scrutinies Rites within the Rite of Christian
by the bishop that is used for anointing in the Initiation of Adults that support and strengthen
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy the elect through prayers of intercession and
Orders. exorcism.

Terms Introduced for Later Mastery

Apostolic Succession The uninterrupted vocation A universal call from God, rooted in our
passing on of apostolic preaching and authority Baptism, to all members of the Church to embrace
from the Apostles directly to all bishops. Itis a life of holiness. Specifically, it refers to a call to
accomplished through the laying on of hands live the holy life as an ordained minister, as a
when a bishop is ordained in the Sacrament of vowed religious (sister or brother), or in a Christian
Holy Orders as instituted by Christ. The office marriage. Single life that involves a personal

of bishop is permanent, because at ordination consecration or commitment to a public,

a bishop is marked with an indelible, sacred permanent, celibate gift of self to God and one’s
character. neighbor is also a vocational state.

Terms Previously Mastered or for General Knowledge

Easter The day on which Christians celebrate evangelization The proclamation of the Gospel
Jesus’ Resurrection from the dead; considered the of Jesus Christ through word and witness.

most holy of all days and the climax of the

Church’s Liturgical Year.
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